
 
 

 

CONSULTATION NOTICE  
 

Proposed Changes to Admission Arrangements for the 2022 Intake 
 

Consultation Period:  11th December 2020 to 31st January 2021 
inclusive 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Langley Park Learning Trust (Trust), is the Admission Authority for each of its schools under the School Admissions 

Code 2014 (Code).    

 

In accordance with Paragraphs 1.42 to 1.45 of the Code, the Board of Trustees is consulting on proposed changes 

to its admission arrangements for the September 2022 intake for some of its schools for a period of seven weeks.  

The relevant schools are: 

 

Langley Park School for Boys (LPSB) 

 

Langley Park School for Girls (LPSG) 

 

The Board of Trustees makes it clear that no decision on the changes proposed has as yet been taken, as this will 

be directly informed by the responses received during consultation.  The Board of Trustees would like to receive a 

wide range of responses from interested parties, to enable it to make an informed decision. 

 

The Board of Trustees would like to emphasise that, at the conclusion of the consultation period, it may decide 

not to go ahead with some or all of the proposed changes. 

 

 

 



 

BACKGROUND 
 

 
Consultees will recall that the Board of Trustees consulted at around the same time last year on a wide range of 

proposed changes to the admission policies.   Some of those changes were adopted following consultation, and 

some were not.   

 

During consultation, a number of respondents asked why reciprocal priority for entry to LPSG and LPSB was not 

being proposed for children with a sibling at either of the secondary schools.  The Board of Trustees considered 

these comments and, in its published Decision Notice, agreed to consult on this proposal the following year (as it 

was not possible to adopt it then, because it had not yet been consulted on).  This is therefore the first proposal 

for consultation. 

 

The Board of Trustees is also proposing to make a discrete change to the definition of a sibling.  Currently, a 

'sibling' must be on the roll at the school at the time of application and admission, including in Years 12 or 13.  

However, both secondary academies admit external candidates to Year 12, and many of these candidates live 

much further away than pupils typically admitted to Years 7 to 11.  The Board of Trustees is consulting on 

changing the definition so that it does not include siblings who were admitted to Year 12 as external candidates 

(except those admitted from the Trust's other secondary academy on the same site) to avoid an enlargement of 

the area from which Year 7 pupils are usually drawn from.  This is therefore the second proposal for consultation. 

 

The Board of Trustees is also consulting on a third, and entirely separate, proposal to reduce LPSG’s Year 12 

Published Admission Number (PAN) for external candidates, to ensure manageable growth of its sixth form going 

forwards.  This proposal does not impact on LPSB. 

 

 

 

LEGAL POSITION, IMPACT ANALYSIS AND REASONING OF FIRST AND SECOND 
PROPOSALS 

 
 
LPSB and LPSG already give priority to children with a sibling at each respective school in their admission 

arrangements.  However, the Code expressly permits giving priority to children with a sibling at another school 

with whom they have closed links.  The Codes states: 

 

Siblings at the school  

 

1.11. Admission authorities must state clearly in their arrangements what they mean by ‘sibling’ (e.g. 

whether this includes step siblings, foster siblings, adopted siblings and other children living 

permanently at the same address or siblings who are former pupils of the school). If an admission 

authority wishes to give some priority to siblings of former pupils, it must set out a clear and 

simple definition of such former pupils and how their siblings will be treated in the 

oversubscription criteria (bearing in mind the restrictions set out in paragraph 1.9 above).  

 



1.12. Some schools give priority to siblings of pupils attending another state funded school with which 

they have close links (for example, schools on the same site, or close links between two single 

sex schools). Where this is the case, this priority must be set out clearly in the arrangements. 

 

As stated above, LPSB and LPSG are single sex secondary schools catering for pupils of the opposite sex, that are 

co-located at the Langley Park Campus.  The Board of Trustees is therefore satisfied that the requirements set out 

above are met. 

 

The Board of Trustees therefore considers that it would be fair and reasonable to give parents who already have a 

child at one of the Trust's secondary schools priority for their younger children to be admitted to the schools, 

regardless of their younger children's gender. 

 

As stated above, the Board of Trustees is also consulting on a proposal to amend the definition of a 'sibling' so 

that it excludes siblings who were admitted to Year 12 as external candidates (except those admitted as external 

candidates from the other secondary school in the Trust on the same site).  This is because external candidates 

from non-LPLT secondary schools are drawn from a much larger area than is typically the case in Years 7 to 11 at 

the Trust's secondary schools. Giving priority to the younger siblings of external Year 12 candidates could 

inadvertently enlarge the geographic footprint from which Year 7 to 11 pupils are drawn.  The Board of Trustees 

consider that it is fair and reasonable to restrict priority to the siblings of those who were educated in Years 7 to 

11 at either of the Trust's secondary schools.  

 

Potential scenarios resulting from the proposed changes 

Application to LPSG used in the examples below; changes would also affect applications to LPSB 

 

1 A girl applying to Year 7 at LPSG who has a brother in Year 9 

at LPSB 

Category 2 priority admission 

2 A girl applying to Year 7 at LPSG who has a brother in Year 

12 at LPSB, and the brother joined the sixth form from Year 

11 at LPSB 

Category 2 priority admission 

3 A girl applying to Year 7 at LPSG who has a sister in Year 12 

at LPSG, and the sister joined the sixth form from Year 11 at 

LPSG 

Category 2 priority admission 

4 A girl applying to Year 7 at LPSG who has a sister in Year 12 

at LPSG, and the sister attended a non-LPLT secondary 

school  

No priority admission 

5 A girl applying to Year 7 at LPSG who has a brother in Year 

12 at LPSB, and the brother attended a non-LPLT secondary 

school 

No priority admission 

 

 

Potential impact on Year 7 intakes 

 

The Board of Trustees has analysed how the proposed changes might affect admissions to its secondary schools. 

The map below shows the potential impact on Year 7 intakes at the secondary schools, based on admissions data 

over the last four years. The coloured areas show a four-year average for the maximum distance for Year 7 places 



awarded on the home address criteria alone. It should be noted that the LPSG intake usually has a larger 

geographic footprint because the school’s intake is 240 compared to 220 at LPSB. 

 

Under the proposed sibling priority arrangement, it is assessed that any boys who live within the blue space and 

have an elder sister at LPSG would be awarded a place at LPSB ahead of boys who live within the red space and do 

not have a sibling at either LPSB or LPSG (unless they are a Looked After of Previously Looked After child). 

 

The proposal is unlikely to have a significant impact on the LPSG intake as any girl with an elder brother at LPSB is 

likely to already live well within the usual LPSG geographic footprint. 

 

 
 

Potential impact on Year 12 intakes 

 

Any child applying to attend either LPSG or LPSB sixth form as an external candidate and who has a sibling at 

either of those schools will also benefit from the proposed policy. However, we believe that awarding sibling 

priority across sixth forms will have little impact on Year 12 intakes. Due to the larger size of Year 12 intakes, there 

are usually pupils admitted who live much further away than a typical Year 7 intake’s geographic footprint and so 

any pupils who might benefit from the sibling rule would have probably benefited from the proximity rule 

anyway. It should be noted that all sixth form applicants will still be required to meet the academic requirements 

for their chosen courses, as defined by the schools and published on their websites.   

 



 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

 
First and Second Proposals:  Sibling priority between the secondary schools, excluding siblings admitted to Year 

12 from non-LPLT secondary schools 
 

 
The Board of Trustees propose to amend the admission arrangements for LPSB and LPSG for the September 2022 
intake as set out below: 
 

 
Current wording in Admission Policy: 
LPSB’s policy used as an example; changes would be 
mirrored in LPSG’s policy 

 
Proposed new wording in Admission Policy:  

 
Category 2 
 
Children with a Sibling at Langley Park School for Boys 
 
Children who will have a sibling attending Langley Park 
School for Boys at the time of application and who will 
still be on the roll at the time of their admission will be 
allocated places in this category. 
 
In this category, a 'sibling' is defined as a natural or 
adopted brother or sister (sharing one or both parents), 
a foster brother or sister (a looked after child being 
cared for by one or both parents), a step brother or 
sister (where one child's parent is married to the other 
child's parent) or the child of the parent's permanently 
cohabiting partner, and in all cases the sibling must live 
with the applicant child as part of the same core family 
unit at the child's home address (as defined by this 
policy).  For the avoidance of doubt, the children of 
friends or extended family members (e.g. cousins) will 
not be 'siblings' under this policy, even where they live 
at the child's home address. 
 
The School may require parents to provide 
documentary evidence of sibling status before the 
applicant child is included in this category, including to 
support permanent cohabitation. 
 
In order to be included in this category, full details of 
the sibling must be clearly stated in the application 
form. 
 

 
Category 2 
 
Children with a Sibling at either Langley Park School 
for Boys or Langley Park School for Girls 
 
Children who will have a sibling attending either 
Langley Park School for Boys or Langley Park School for 
Girls at the time of application and who will still be on 
the roll at the time of their admission will be allocated 
places in this category.  Siblings admitted to Year 12 as 
external candidates (other than those admitted as 
external candidates from Langley School for Girls) will 
not meet the definition. 
 
In this category, a 'sibling' is defined as a natural or 
adopted brother or sister (sharing one or both parents), 
a foster brother or sister (a looked after child being 
cared for by one or both parents), a step brother or 
sister (where one child's parent is married to the other 
child's parent) or the child of the parent's permanently 
cohabiting partner, and in all cases the sibling must live 
with the applicant child as part of the same core family 
unit at the child's home address (as defined by this 
policy).  For the avoidance of doubt, the children of 
friends or extended family members (e.g. cousins) will 
not be 'siblings' under this policy, even where they live 
at the child's home address. 
 
The School may require parents to provide 
documentary evidence of sibling status before the 
applicant child is included in this category, including to 
support permanent cohabitation. 
 
To be included in this category, full details of the sibling 
must be clearly stated in the application form. 
 



 
Third Proposal: Reduction of the Year 12 external PAN for Langley Park School for Girls 

 
Entirely separately to the above, the Board of Trustees is also consulting on a proposed reduction in the Published 
Admission Number (PAN) for external candidates only to Year 12 at LPSG from 100 to 60. Pupils already at the 
school and wishing to progress from Year 11 to Year 12 would not be affected by this.  
 
This is because the Board of Trustees need to hold the total capacity (for internal Year 11 pupils and external 
candidates) in Year 12 at 250 instead of previously proposed 300. This will ensure that the academy can properly 
implement the space and provision needed to accommodate up to 500 sixth form pupils in total across Years 12 
and 13. For clarity, applicants to LPSG sixth form from LPSB are classed as external candidates. 
 
This will enable significant, but manageable, growth of the academy's sixth form, from approximately 330 total 
pupils in the 2019/2020 school year, and 420 total students in the 2020/21 school year, against the context of 
increasing demand for Year 12 places at the academy.  
 
The Board of Trustees would remind consultees that it is always possible to admit additional external candidates 
over and above the published PAN in any intake where the take-up from internal Year 11 pupils is lower than 
predicted. 
 

 

 


